BOROUGH  OF  BODMIN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

J.  REND,  M.B.,  Ch*B«,  B.Sc.,  D.PaH* 

Surveyor  <!c  Sani'bary  Inspector; 
C.R.  LAl-JLESS,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I,, 

Additioiial  Sanitary  Inspector; 
L.W.  BLAKE,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I., 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldernon  a,nd  Councillors, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1955 

The  year  sai7  the  ond  of  the  protracted  negotiations  regarding  the  Town's  Water 
Supply  which  has  fina,lly  passed  to  the  hands  of  another  private  undertaking. 

On  reflection,  it  is  surprising  how  much  time  and  effort  can  be  spent  in  achieving 
very  little,  and  even  more  surprising  to  realise  that  the  %nistry,  to  further  it's 
own  ideas  against  loca.1  oppositio",  a ppear  to  be  delaying  the  very  improvements 
which  they  should  encourage. 

The  Council  timidly  agreed  to  a recommendation  for  a first  Slum  Clearance  Area 
in  the  town,  and  a certain  amount  of  progress  has  been  made.  Practical  difficulties 
from  an  official  angle  arise  from  the  Council's  individuality  in  procedure.  Hox/ever, 
the  Council  set  the  'ship's'  course,  presumably  being  more  familiar  with  local 
waters  tho,n  the  officials  who  can  but  follow  in  the  sincere  hope  that  port  will 
ultimately  be  made. 

The  nov  regulations  relating  to  food  premises  and  food  handling  have  crea.ted 
much  work  for  the  public  health  department,  but  they  give  great  possibilities 
for  improvementi  The  improvements  of  course  are  long  overdue,  though  in  themselves 
are  not  enough  to  guarantee  safety  to  the  general  public.  The  ultimate  factor 
rests  v/ith  food  handlers  and  their  zeal  in  using  the  equipment  which  the  law  forces 
upon  them,  A discerning  public  could  contribute  equally  in  refusing  to  accept 
anything  but  the  best  in  food  handling  service, 

I should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Council  and  its  officials  for  their 
help  and  for  certain  items  of  information  included  in  the  report. 


I remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOroi  REED 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 


General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres 

3,312 

Estimted  Mid-Year  Population 

6,300 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses 

1,349 

.Rateable  Value 

£35,231 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£139.( 

Comparability  Factors? 

(a)  Births 

1,16 

(b)  Deaths 

0.73 

Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births  Humber  of  RefTistered  Live  Births  1955 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitima/be 

43 

46 

89 

Illogitmate 

- 

2 

2 

43 

48 

91 

Birth  Rc.te  per 

1,000  population 

= 14.1^ 

Birth  Rato  per 

1,000  poDulation  England  & Wales 

= 15 

Compo-rcfole  Birth  Rate 

16.7 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Foraale 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitmate 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Deaths  One  infant  death  vra.s  recorded,  occurring  in  the  first  month 
of  life. 


Deaths  Humber  of  Registered  Deaths.  1955 

Male  Female 

86  105 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate  England  & Wales  per  1,000 


Total 

193 

= 30.6 
= 11.7 


one 


Number  of  Registered  Deaths  excluding  St.Lavnrence* s HosTJital,  1955 


Male  Female  Total 

29  35  64 


Cinde  death  rate  per  1,000  population  = 10,1 

Deaths  b?/  Diseases 


TOTAL  Ex,  St,  Lawrence *s. 


Male 

Fonalo 

Male 

Female. 

Heart  Disease 

52 

59 

17 

u 

Gerebro  Vascular 

4 

11 

5 

9 

0‘i±Ler  Circulc-tory  Diseases  3 

2 

- 

- 

Respiratory  Diseases 
excluding  Tuberculosis 

5 

7'"'’ 

1 

1 

Cancer 

5 

10 

4 

9 

Accident 

o 

3 

- 

- 

Other  Causes 

14 

13 

2 

2 

36 

105 

29 

35 

Death's  by  Ages 

' 

Male 

TOTAL 

Female 

0-1  month 

1 

1 month  - 1 year 

- 

- 

1 year  - 20 

- 

21  - 40 

- 

- 

41  - 60 

5 

4 

61  - 70 

6 ■ 

9 

71-80 

9 ' 

11 

81  - 90 

8 . 

9 

91+  ; 

. ... 

2 

29 

35 
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2.  GEKTEML  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


HosTPital  and  >laternity  Accomnodation 

The  hospital  and  maternity  facilities  remained  unchanged  during  1955* 

Hospital  confinements  uere  36,  approximately  one  third  of  the  total  births# 

The  East  Cormjall  Hospital  may  soon  possess  a new  physiotherapy  department 
as  a result  of  a praiseworthy  effort  on  the  part  of  local  organisations  to  raise 
the  necessary  capital. 

Laboratory  Services  were  available  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro, 

County  Council  Services;- 

ALibula.nce  Service  ~ Ho  changes  occurred  in  these  arra,ngements  which  were 
adequate  during  the  year. 

Mother  o.nd  Child  Welfo.re  - The  average  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  held  twice  monthly  vjas  28  per  ses’sion.  The  premises  in  which  the  centre 
is  held  are  unsuitable  and  limit  to  a great  extent  the  type  of  work  which  can  be 
carried  out. 

Prevention  of  Illnesr.:,  Caro  and  After  Care  - This  consisted  mainly  of  the 
regulo.r  supervision  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  their  contacts.  No  grants  were 
made-  under  this  heading  through  County  Council  sources. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  - were  available  through  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  and  General  Practitioners. 

Home  Help  Services  - One  full-time  and  five  spare  time  Home  Helps  v;ere 
employed.  Twenty  one  cases  were  assisted,  one  third  being  cases  of  home 
confinements.  Most  of  the  remainder  were  of  cases  of  age  and  infirmity. 

Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Services  - Two  district  nurses  left  the 
town  in  September,  A temporary  replacement  was  made  from  another  Area,  and  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  obta.i;:  permanent  staff  to  date, 

3,  SANITARY  CIRCUHSTANCES . 

Water  Supply 

Bacteriologically,  the  water  supply  to  the  toxm  showes  considerable 
improvement,  a,nd  it  was  possible  to  withdraw  the  recommendation  on  boiling 
for  drinking  purposes.  Certain  parts  of  the  tom  were  subjected  to  some 
restriction  during  the  dry  suimner  months.  Apart  from  improved  chlorination 
and  general  supervision  the  system  remained  unchanged.  All  samples  submitted 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Scarletts  Well  Disposal  ITorks  - These  works  have  not  functioned 
satisfactorily  for  some  years.  Inforr.io.tion  is  now  being  obtained,  with  the 
aid  of  a recording  meter,  on  the  volume  of  sewage  passing  through  the  works 
A more  accurate  estimate  can  then  be  made  on  the  extent  to  which  the  works 
require  renewal  or  repair.  Troo  clearing  around  the  site  should  remove  some 
interference  to  the  efficient  working  of  valves. 

Westheath  Estate  - PloJis  were  prepared  for  sewers  and  treatment  works 
for  the  area.  The  plans  were  approved  in  principle,  but  work  deferred  owing 
to  tile,  restrictions  on  Capital  Works. 

Wo  extensions  were  mc-de  to  the  districts  sewers.ge  system. 

Refuse  Disposal  - The  tip  at  Dragon  Pits  continued  to  be  used  throughout 
the  year.  Covering  of  the  older  portions  of  the  tip  with  several  hundred  tons 
of  soil  may  mo.ke  possible  the  return  of  some  two  acres  of  land  to  cultivation 
during  this  or  next  year. 

The  Council  placed  an  order  for  a new  Karrier  16  cu.yd.  Vehiclo  to  replace 
the  Dennis  vehicle,  but  it  had  not  been  delivered  by  the  end  of  the  year* 

Rodent  Control, 

A spot  survey  was  carried  out  during  November  and  139  promises  were  visited. 
Only  5 (3.6/0)  reported  traces  of  rats.  During  the  year  110  visits  for  treatment 
were  made  to  33  premises.  The  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works  vrere  also  treated, 

Sani'bary  Inspections 


(a) 


Summar of  Visi ts 


Council  Properties  335 
Private  Properties  219 
Food  Premises  96 
Slaughterhouses  :19l 
Other  Premises  222 


(b)  Notices  Served. 

Housing  Acts, 

Demolition  Orders  . . -(Sec,!!)  5 

Time  C:  Plane  Notices  (Sec. 11  10 

After  service  of  these  time  and  place  notices 
five  undertalcLngs  not  to  re-let  were  accepted 
by  the  Council, 

Public  Health  Act  3.936 

Section  39  (Drainage) 

Section  93  (Abo-tement) 

Section  138  (^Tater  Supply) 
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2 

3 

1 


Informal  Notices 


9 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  under  this  Act,  and  the  premises  have 
been  run  and  maintained  in  a satisfactory  way.  Birds,  fish  and  hamsters  were 
the  only  livestock  retailed. 

Disinfestations , 

During  'bhe  year  seven  premises  were  treated  for  the  following 


Flies 

Wasps 

Eleas 

Others 


3 

1 

2 

1 


The  suimier  months  produced  a plague  of  caterpillars,  and  research  on  an 
extensive  scale  had  to  be  carried  out  on  the  site.  Twelve  houses  and  a school 
were  being  invaded  by  thousands  of  caterpillars  from  an  adjoining  field  of  cabbages. 
Everything  possible  was  tried  after  a dusting  of  the  cabbages  with  D,D,T,  dust 
did  not  stop  the  invasion.  Salt,  flame,  lino,  tar,  molasses  and  Gamraexane  were 
all  tried  imthout  more  than  momen'bary  effect  and  it  was  not  until  after  the 
cabbages  had  been  twice  sprayed  with  D.D.T.  that  the  invasion  was  halted. 


4.  HOUSING 


The  Council  accepted  a recommendo,tion  to  make  a Clearance  Area  comprising  43 
properties  in  Downing  Street,  Doarning  Square  and  Burnards  Lane. . The  proposal  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  was  accepted.  Negotiations  veve  procoeding  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  acquire  the  properties  concerned.  In  spite  of  the  slow 
progress  in  negotiations,  the  Council  were  not  prepared  to  make  A Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  within  the  specified  time.  Ten  individual  houses  were  dealt  \m.th 
under  Section  11  Housing  Act,  193S 

Nine  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  and  two  by  private  enterprise. 
Some  concern  we.s  expressed  at  the  small  number  of  private  buildings  being  erected. 


5,  FOOD  AI'ID  DRUGS 


Food 


^uring  the' year  the  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
condemnation 


603  Tins 

82  lbs  cheese 

36  lbs  sausages 

42  pies 

6 lbs  puff  pastry 

IS  lbs  prunes 

7 plcts  semolina 


239  jars  meat  paste 
324  lbs  sweets 
99  doz.  bars  of  chocolate 
52  doz  chocolate  ^Jafcrs. 

31  boxes  mint  chocs 
43  doz,  plcts 0 of  chocolate  raisins 
180  Chocolate  Mallowcr earns 


324  Doz  liquorice  novelties. 
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Ice  Cream 


One  new  registration  was  made  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  and 
41  samples  I'^ere  taken  from  the  19  premises  on  the  Register. 

Results  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  methylone  blue  test  were:- 


Grade  1 27 
Grade  2 12 
Grade  3 2 


Milk  and  Dairies; 

During  December  the  Borough  became  a "designated  area"  with  the  result 
that  all  milk  for  retail  had  to  be  bottled  and  of  designated  t^rpe  i.e. 
Pasteurised  or  T.uberculin  Tested. 

As  a result  of  this  one  dealer  in  raw  milk  applied  for  a licence  to  retail 
pasteurised  milk,  which  was  granted,  and  the  remainder  of  the  retailers  vrent 
out  of  the  trad.o. 

The  folloi-ring  licences  were  operating  during  the  year 

Supplementary  Licences  Authorising 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested".  2 

Dealers  Licences  for  Pasteurised  MLlk.  6 

Dealers  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 

Premises  in  the  Borough  ho.ndling  designated  milk  were  visited  and  found 
satisfactory. 

During  the  suimner  months  a small  amount  of  flavoured  milk  was  retailed 
in  the  Borough  but  only  as  an  experiment. 

Slaughter  of  Animals. 

This  being  the  first  full  year  of  meat  slaughtering  locally  a.  considerable 
a.mount  of  time  was  spent  in  tlie  supervision  of  two  slaughterhouses  and  the 
inspection  of  carcases. 

The  follo\/ing  carcases  and  offal  were  inspected  ' 


Cattle 

Co-lves 

Slieop  & Lambs 
Pigs 


183 


5 


269 

162 


SIX 


Ap  ^endix  Ajt 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in 

or  iri'part. 


Catt].e 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lo.mbs 

Pigs 

Horses 

— 

Number  killed  (if  laiow:i) 

183 

Nil 

5 

269 

162 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

183 

Nil 

5 

269 

162 

j-  Nil  ! 

: 1 

1 

All  diseases  except 

j 1 

•Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

i ; 

il^ole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

j Nil  i 

1 ! 

Carcases  of  v;hicli  some 
part  or  organ  vjas  condemned 

3 

Nil 

: Nil 

Nil 

: Nil 

1 : 

t 1 

i Nil  ^ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  tlian 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

1,64 

Nil 

Nil 

0.74 

Nil 

i Nil 

■ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

IJliole  carca.ses  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

' Nil 

1 

! 

i nil 

1 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some 
part  or  org'.n  x/as  condeimied 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

! 

Percentage  of  the  Humber 
inspected  affected  x-rith 
Tuberculosis 

2.18 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.40 

: 

i Nil 

J 

Cystic ere osis 

Carcases  of  Xi/hich  some  po-rt 
or  organ  x^as  condeianed 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

.Nil 

! 

I 

. 

i Nil 

Carcases  subr-xitted  to 
i treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i Nil 

1 

iGeneralised  .o.nd  totally 

1 condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

' Nil 

Nil 

'Nil 

; Nil 
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Under  the  Slaughter  of  Aninicils  Act,  1954  six  licences  to  slaughter  were 
issued* 

The  County  Council  Inspectors  submitted  for  analysis  26  milk  and  14  other 
samples.  All  T/ere  found  to  be  genuine. 

6,  FACTORIES 

During  the  year  thirty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  the  thirty-six  factories 
on  the  Register,  In  all  cases  the  premises  were  found  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Smoke  from  one  factory  chimnoy  became  the  source  of  complaint  and  following 
the  second  observance  of  this  nuisa.nce  final  Informal  Notice  was  given  to  the 
oxmer, 

7.  PR3VA:'ENCS  AMD  CONTROL  OF  ,• 

inj'dctious  diseases 

Notified  Infectious  Diseases  19,55 

Dysentery  11 

Measles  '6 

Pheumonia  5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  2 

Puerperal  P^nrexia  ' " 1 " 

There  was  a surprising  absence  of  l^^hooping  cough  notifications  during  the.  year 
Whether  bhis  is  e.  direct  effect  of  the  whooping  cough  vaccine  introduced  in  . . 
November,  1953  it  is  difficult  to  The  next  year  or  two  may  give  a better 

indication,, 

The  notified  dysentery  occurred. in  the  St.  Lavn^ences  Hospital,  No  cases 
were  reported  in  the  resident  copulation,  Tx/o  nex;  cases  of  puLmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified.  Their  contacts  were  invited  to  be  X.Rayed  and  offered 
B,C,G,  Vaccina.tion  where  required.  The  County  Councils’  arrangements  for  l:4ass 
Radiography  X,Ra,y  and  BrC^G:,  Vaccination  of  children  in  their  14th  year  received 
a good  response. 

The  combined  prophylactic  for  diphtheria  and  xdiooping  cough  was  almost 
exclusively  used  during  1955,  The  proportion  of  children  iixiunised  x,ra.s  sx.xall, 
only  40  out  of  a possible  76  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  being  protected. 

No  diphtheria  Xijas  reported. 
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